
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCSICO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 89 - 054

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

WINE COUNTRY INN,
FREEMARK ABBEY WINERY, AND
MARKHAM WINERY,
IN NAPA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. The Markham Winery, Freemark Abbey Winery and Wine Country Inn
(hereinafter collectively called the Dischargers),
collectively use a wastewater pond system located on the
Markham Winery property at 2812 st. Helena Highway, about one
mile north of the City of st. Helena, for treatment and
disposal of combined winery process and domestic wastewater.
The system consists of two ponds, both of which are currently
operated as terminal evaporation ponds. This wastewater
system is currently governed by waste discharge requirements
prescribed in Order No. 81-34, adopted by the Board on June
17,1981.

2. The Markham Winery, on behalf of the dischargers, submitted a
a technical report dated December 5, 1988 regarding proposed
modifications of the collectively used wastewater facilities,
and a Report of Waste Discharge dated December 6, 1988 for the
issuance of revised waste discharge requirements.

3. The existing pond system can provide adequate treatment of the
combined wastewaters, but has a limited capacity for disposal
of the wastewater and net rainfall/evaporation inputs under
design conditions, strictly through evaporation. In order to
augment the disposal capacity of the wastewater system, the
dischargers have proposed to dispose of treated, disinfected
effluent from the ponds through drip irrigation of adjacent
vineyards.

4. The Wine country Inn is a 25-unit bed and breakfast facility
located at 1152 Lodi Lane, st. Helena, about one half mile
north of the Markham Winery facility. Domestic wastewater is
settled in septic tanks, collected in a sump and then flows by
gravity, or with booster pumping to the Markham ponds via an
underground sewer line which is used jointly with the Freemark
Abbey winery.

The main Inn building is served by two 1200 gallon septic
tanks in series, and two smaller buildings are each served by
separate 1200 gallon tanks. An existing subsurface evapo­
transpiration system, which will remain in use, is used
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